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June 2003 President’s Message 

Chatter Around the Tables 
 

(Find our President in the Picnic Photos) 
 

The friendly chatter around the tables in the South Campus 
Common's Area during our May BGAMUG meeting was 
wonderful! By 6:30 pm all the chairs were filled and we 
had to bring in extras. I hope we have more meetings like 
that! It makes me so happy to see so many BGAMUGers 
and guests enjoying each other and the facilities of my 
school, Bowling Green Community College. 
 
Again many of you (I think the final count was 31) at-
tended our annual potluck. Mike and Cheryl Moore gra-
ciously opened their home to us. Thank you Mike and 
Cheryl for your gracious hospitality. 
 
It was raining hard when I left home for the picnic, but we 
never had more than a few sprinkles at the Moore's. The 
afternoon was filled with fun and food, including several 
very good deserts this time! It was a relaxing time just 
catching up with BGAMUG friends. So . . . we had more 
friendly chatter around the tables! 
 
The afternoon ended with a rousing round of Wheel of 
Fortune. This version of 'Wheel' was created by Jerry Gil-
lette using Excel.  Jerry, you never cease to amaze us with 
your creativity! James Gegner was the over-all winner and 
selected as his prize a Microsoft Keyboard with lots of 
special buttons and gadgets. 
 
We will be looking for all of you on June 24 at our next 
meeting and workshops. I enjoy the sound of chatter 
around the tables. 
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June Meeting Announcement 
The June BGAMUG meeting will be held at 6:30 P.M. on 
Tuesday, June 24th at Bowling Green Community College 
(South Campus) on Nashville Road, just off Campbell Lane. 
 

The Program - Three Workshop Sessions 
1. Keyboard Shortcuts - Hands-on Workshop led by Jerry 

   Gillette   
2. Computer Problems Forum -  Mike Moore  
3. Genealogy on Your Computer - Pat Vincent & Lou   

    Travelstead 
The Dessert! 

 
 

 
Keyboard Shortcuts 

    In the world of computers, it is easy to get confused by the thousands of 
available shortcuts. You don’t need many of them however to put you far ahead 
of the rest of the class. Did you know studies show that learning just ten or 
twelve computer shortcuts in WHATEVER it is you're using the computer for 
places you right past 80% of the world's computer users? It doesn't matter what 
you use the computer for; documents, music, photos, or working with e-mail, you 
will become much more productive by learning just a few simple shortcuts. Many 
of the same shortcuts are now available for use in many different Windows appli-
cations, even those from different companies and shareware authors. At the 
June Workshop I will demonstrate and you can experience for yourself the ad-
vantages of using some of my favorite time-saving keystroke and mouse maneu-
vers.   Jerry Gillette 
 

 Help with your Computer Problems & Copper.net 
     Mike Moore will chair a program devoted to answering your questions regard-
ing your computer system and problems you are experiencing.  If there is time, 
he will explain Copper.net and compare it to MSN, Netscape, and AOL. 
 

Computer Genealogy 
    Pat & Lou will explain what genealogy is, demonstrate a genealogy 
program, and discuss various methods of collecting family information. 
 

Ice Cream Sundaes! 



June Treasurer’s Report 
 
June beginning balance:  $1,781.31  
2 checks deposited:         $50.  
2 checks written:             $138.34  
Balance as of June 10:    $1,692.97  
 
 

So far, for the month of June, we have had 
little activity, but I am expecting more.  
 
If anyone has any questions, please feel free 
to email me at kathylstinson@nctc.com  

The 2003 BGAMUG Picnic 

Lou Travelstead  & Bert Smith  
enjoy the wraparound porch 

The Official Taster with Sue Young 
Inspecting desserts in background! 

Gene & Chuck swapping stories Visitors Elisa & Ricky Davidison who 
hope to join BGAMUG soon 



Community Education Summer Workshops are in the works 
  

Digital Photo  
 
 
 

Not comfortable with your digital camera and all its features?  Jerry will work with 
you in the basics of how to work your cameras and the computer.  (Note: This is 
NOT a photography class.)  Great for anyone who wants to send those digital pho-
tos to friends online or put them into their newsletters!  
 

2 sessions, Tu./ Wed., July 15 & 16, 6:30 – 8:30 p.m.  
BG Public Library Café 

1225 State St., Bowling Green  
For more Information contact  

Community Education  

Jerry Gillette, Instructor     Fee $25.00 

Upcoming events 

BGAMUG August Auction  
By Jerry Gillette  

 
Don’t forget to start setting aside any computer-related items 
you may have and no longer need to contribute to the BGA-
MUG August Auction. All proceeds will go to the BGAMUG 
general fund. 
 
We hope to have enough neat and useful stuff to dedicate a 
large portion of the meeting time for the auction.  
 
We’ll have more details in July.  



A File Extension Dialog 

Chuck Thomas overheard this conversation between "Ned Newbie" and "Freda Familiar":  

Ned: Hey, look! I named that file "My Will" but Microsoft Word changed it to "My Will.doc" What’s 
going on?  

Freda: The "doc" part is a file extension that Windows uses to indicate what type of file it is and 
which application should be used to open it. A dot (period) separates your file name from the ex-
tension. 

Ned: Well, how come I only see a file extension on some of the file names when I go to My Com-
puter and click on my C: hard drive? 

Freda: That’s because of the default setting in Windows. It doesn’t show the extension for file 
types for which a file association is already set up. You can change this and you can also set up 
new file associations. 

Ned: I know that AARP, NACP, and theYMCA are all associations, but what is a File Association? 
Why do we need ‘em…have enough associations in the world now! 

Freda: Perhaps a little PC history will help here. Using the DOS operating system in the early days 
of PCs, when there were no windows and no mouse, most file names had a file extension to help 
the human users to recognize the type of file and to know which program could use it.  

But, under DOS, there were only three file types that could be launched (run) simply by typing their 
name at the command line prompt and pressing the Enter key. These were: .exe, .com, and .bat 
files.  

Batch files (.bat) were special text files that could be written and modified by users to do certain 
tasks. [Autoexec.bat is a holdover from those days. Although it is still present in Windows com-
puters, it has limited utility under Windows 98 and later versions.] On the other hand, .exe and .
com files were special program (application) files written by computer programmers. Program files 
still use the .exe extension. 

In order to open other files, you first had to open an application that would handle files of its type 
and then load the file you want to use.  

Ned: This is just slightly less interesting than the history of the "Boer Wars!" 

Freda: OK, the history lesson is finished, except to point out that Microsoft had the neat idea of 
allowing a user to launch (start up) an application simply by double-clicking on a file name! But 
then, how would Windows know which application to launch in cases where more than one applica-
tion program can handle a file type?  Also, programmers can create new file extensions any time 
they wish.  Windows wouldn’t be able to keep up with all the file extensions in use. 

Ned: That makes sense. Windows would have to recognize something about the file. How about 
requiring that the file type be named inside every file--at the beginning of it? So, a Word Perfect 
document would say "Word Perfect Document" or "wpd" in its heading; an Excel spreadsheet file 
would say "Excel Spreadsheet" or "exs," and so on. Wouldn’t that be a good idea? 

Freda: That’s good thinking, Ned, but there are a couple of problems with that approach. First, it 
would mean that older files created under DOS couldn’t launch their application; this would cause 



confusion for users. 

Also, Windows would first have to open a file and read its type. Then it would have to look for an appli-
cation to launch that would handle this type of file. All of that would take a lot of time, especially on 
older, slower PCs. Also, what would Windows do if you have two or three programs on your computer 
that could all handle that type of file? Which should it select? 

Ned: I think I’m beginning to understand this. So, Microsoft said, "We need to find a way to know a file 
type--one that will work with the older DOS files that were around when Windows first came on the 
scene. I’ll bet they realized right away that they could use the file extensions that DOS was already us-
ing! Smart, huh! 

Freda: You got it! --at least in part. The file extension reveals the file type but Windows still needed to 
create a way to associate each type with an application. After all, a text file (.txt) file can be opened by 
Notepad, WordPad (Write), Word Perfect, MS Word, MS Works, and a bunch of other text editors. Win-
dows needed a fast way to associate each file type with the preferred application program installed on 
each user’s computer. 

Ned: Oh, I see. I have Word Perfect but not Word, so I wouldn’t want Windows to try to open Word 
when it isn’t loaded on my computer! Also, just to look at a simple text file, I’d just as soon use NotePad 
since it opens much faster and isn’t so fancy! 

Freda: Right on! Also, folks have different preferences. I prefer to use WordPad for text files because it 
can handle larger files and allows me to change the font features of the text file if I want to make it look 
pretty when printed. 

Ned: Does this mean that users can change file associations??? Wow! Where…How?? 

Freda: Yes, you certainly can change them—just as you can change that default setting that keeps 
most file associations from showing up in My Computer or Windows Explorer. 

You may have already seen the window where this can be done, but you didn’t realize it. If there is no 
established association for the extension of a file you click on, Windows will pop up a window entitled 
‘Open With.’ In that window you see a list of most of the application programs that are installed on your 
computer. This is the easiest way to set up a new file association or to change one. We’ll get to that 
next month, however.  

First, I want to show you where you can view all of the existing file associations on your computer. 

Ned: Let me put this Coke away, and then you can walk me through it! 

Freda: OK… Start by going to My Computer (or Windows Explorer) and open the folder for Drive C:  

Click on ‘View’ in the menu at the top and then select Folder Options. [Note: Folder Options is under 
‘Tools’ in Windows ME and later versions.] 

You should see a Folder Options window with three (or four) tabs at the top of it. 

Ned: I see that—they are: General, View, and File Types! I’ll bet I know which one we want to use! 

Freda: I’ll bet you do, but let’s look at the General tab first. Here, you can set the overall appearance of 
all your file folders. I like the Classic design best because is gives more room to show subfolder and file 
names, but others prefer the Web design. Or, you can design you own look using Customize and click-
ing Settings. 



Now click the View tab and look for the check box that goes with: "Hide file extensions for known file 
types." Since you told me earlier that you only see a few file extensions, I knew that this option was 
checked—that is the Windows default setting. If you would like to have all file extensions show up on 
file names in any listings of files, uncheck this box. 

Freda: Also, there is another reason to uncheck this box so that all file extensions are shown.  If you 
use Outlook or Outlook Express for email, it is unsafe to have that box checked.  Someone might hide a 
virus in an email attachment named something like:  NicePhoto.jpg.exe    Yes, having two or more peri-
ods is legal in Windows file names, and yes, you can give any file any legal name you choose to give it.  
If you have known file extensions hidden, then the .exe will not show up.  Instead, you would see 
“NicePhoto.jpg” as the name of the attached file. Then you might double click on the attachment to 
open it thinking it is an image file that uses the familiar jpeg format. In doing this, you would actually 
run this executable (.exe) file containing virus code (instructions) infecting your computer. 

Ned: Whew! That is scary. I think I’ll uncheck the “Hide file extensions …” box! 

Freda: Great! Now, let’s go to the final tab, File Types. Here is where Windows keeps all the file asso-
ciations that are currently set up on your computer. Select the first one with your mouse and then 
slowly scroll through the list using the Down Arrow on your keyboard.  

Ned: Wow…I recognize many of them, but some are really weird! 

Freda: Select one of the file types and look below in the File Type Details section to see the file exten-
sion that is registered and the application that opens this type of file—under ‘Opens with.’ Note that the 
Icon used for this application is also shown.  

If you click Edit for this file type, you will notice that you can change this icon. Then, click Edit on that 
window and you will see the heart of the association—the path to the actual program file that is run 
when you double click on a file of this type. (Be sure to Cancel and exit so you don’t change anything 
for now—we’re just looking!)  [Note:  The buttons in Windows ME and later are: ‘Change’ and 
‘Advanced.’  Change brings up the Opens with window mentioned below, so it is then easier than under 
Windows 95 or 98 to change file associations here.] 

Ned: Hmm… Looks interesting, but I don’t think I could use this to create a new file association. 

Freda: You’re right—duplicating the detail that you see in these two Edit windows is rather complicated. 
As I said before, this isn’t the best place to create a new file association. Next month I’ll walk you 
though an easier way to do it. But at least you now understand how Windows knows what program to 
open when you double-click on a file. 

Ned: Yes, it sure is a lot clearer now. Thanks…. 

A Great Website - From Edwin Phelps 
 
Check out Today’s Front Pages at: http://www.newseum.org/todaysfrontpages 
 
You can read the front page of 236 newspapers from 31 countries!  Using the Map 
View is the most fun, but you can also select newspapers from a Page List by coun-
try and then, for the U.S., By Name or By State.   The view when you select a paper 
is large enough to read headlines.  To read the articles, select “Take a Closer Look” 
at the top of the newspaper window to view a PDF version of the front page. 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 Exc. 
Board Mtg 
6:30 at 
Lone Star 
Steakhouse 
Eat: 5:30 

2 3 4 
Independence 
Day! 
 
Celebrate & 
Remember 

5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 Fern 
Terrace 
Project 
 
1 -  3 P.M. 

12 

13 14 15 16 17 18  Fern 
Terrace 
Project 
 
1 -  3 P.M. 

19 

20 21 22 
BGAMUG 
Meeting &  
Workshops 
S. Campus 
6:30 P.M. 

23 24 25  Fern 
Terrace 
Project 
 
1 -  3 P.M. 

26 

27 28 29 30 31   

July 2003 



All Good Things Must Come to an End! 
 

Microsoft’s Latest Windows Product Life Cycle Dates 
From:  www.microsoft.com/windows/lifecycle/desktop/consumer/default.mspx 
 
Version                  Assisted Support Ends    End of Life Cycle 

 
Windows 95                 December 31, 2001               December 31, 2002 
Windows NT 4              June 30, 2003                       June 30, 2004 
Windows 98                 January 16, 2004                   January 16, 2005 
Windows ME                 December 31, 2004               December 31, 2005 
Windows 2000 Prof.      March 31, 2007                     March 31, 2008 
Windows XP Prof.          December 31, 2008               December 31, 2009 
Windows XP Home        December 31, 2006               December 31, 2007 
 
Comments: 
 
The End of Assisted Support means that Microsoft will no longer provide 
phone or email assistance related to the product.   
 
End of Life Cycle means that Microsoft will no longer provide updated ma-
terial for this product at its web site.  Older information will remain at the 
support site for much longer, however.  Certainly, the products will con-
tinue to run; they will not “self-destruct!”  Thousands, if not millions, of 
computers are still running Windows 95. 
 
One consequence of using older versions of Windows is that you will find 
it increasingly difficult to get updated drivers (for mouse, video cards, 
modems, etc.) as the product nears the end of its life cycle. 



 
 
 
 
BGA-Bytes is the monthly publication of the Bowling 
Green Area Microcomputer User Group, Inc. 
(BGAMUG).  BGAMUG is a nonprofi t, charitable  
Educational society recognized by the Internal Revenue 
Service as a 501(c)3 tax-exempt charitable organization. 
Donations to BGAMUG may be tax-deductible. 
 
The view expressed in BGA-Bytes are those of the 
Authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of 
BGAMUG. 
 
BGAMUG IS A member of the Association of PC User 
Groups (APCUG). 
 
BGAMUG holds regular presentation membership  
Meetings on the fourth Tuesday of each month at the  
Kentucky Advanced Technology Institute,  
1127 Morgantown Rd., Bowling Green, except May, 
June, and July when meetings are held at the Bowling 
Green Community College (WKU South Campus) on 
Nashville Road.   
 
The public is invited to attend our regular presentation 
meetings.  To join, our annual membership dues are $25 
for an individual and $35 for a family membership. 

 
 
 
 

Monthly Meeting 
will be Tuesday,  

June 24, 2003 6:30  
P.M. at  Bowling 

Green Community 
College 


